Plumbagin (5-hydroxy-2-methyl-1,4-naphthoquinone) was isolated from the bark of Diospyros olen (Ebenaceae) via an antibiotic guided biological assay using the bacterium Pseudomonas solanacearum. D. olen bark, collected in New Caledonia, was extracted with dichloromethane and components separated by flash chromatography on silica. Plumbagin eluted with 30% diethyl ether in hexane. Further purification by preparative silica TLC developed with dichloromethane and by sublimation gave orange crystals. Plumbagin is a natural product of higher plants, previously found in the family Ebenaceae [1, 2]. This is the first report of the occurrence of plumbagin in D. olen. 
